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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more clalnfis particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In regards to claims 1 and 4, at pages 17 and 18, respectively, "wherein when a vehicle stop 
condition is not detected by the detecting means, the determining means does not determine whether or 
not the child restraint system is equipped..," is unclear. 

Examiner suggests changing the claim to positively recite the limitation as to when the 
determining means may determine whether or not a child restraint system is equipped and then further 
recite when the determining means may not determine whether or not a child restraint system is 
equipped. 

C/a/7n Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese Reference 
2002-178813A. 

In regards to claims 1-14, JP2002-178813A, shows a seat (1) comprising: 
a load sensor (21) provided at a seat body (see Figure 2); 
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a controller (25) for calculating a detection load value (SO) and for determining an occupant sitting 
on the vehicle seat (1) by comparing the detection load value (SO) and a predetermined threshold value 

(A): 

a determining means (20) for determining whether or not a child restraint system is equipped on 
the vehicle seat (1) based on a variation of the detection load value (Paragraphs 32-35); and, 

a detecting means (See Figure 4, top element of controller (25)) for detecting whether or not the 

vehicle is stopped; 

wherein the detecting means (See Figure 4, top element of controller (25)) detects the vehicle 
stop condition based on at least one of an ignition switch signal (See Figure 4, top element of controller 

(25)): 

wherein the determining means (20) determines whether or not the child restraint system is 
equipped on the vehicle seat (1) based on the variation of the detection load value (SO) from a maximum 
detection load value (SM) detected after a seatbelt (11) is fastened (Paragraph 41-46); 

wherein the controller (25) is connected to an ignition switch (See Figure 4, top element of 
controller (25)) and a seatbelt switch (12a); 

wherein when the child restraint system is determined not to be equipped on the vehicle seat (1), 
it is determined whether an occupant sitting on the seat is an adult or a child (Step 113; Paragraph 47); 

wherein when the detection load value (S) is greater than the predetermined threshold value (A), 
it is determined that the occupant sitting on the seat (1) is an adult (Step 1 14); 

wherein when the detection load value (S) is smaller than the predetermined threshold value (A), 
it is determined that the occupant sitting on the seat (1) is a child (Step 115; Paragraph 48). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Barry J. Gooden Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-5135. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Paul 
N. Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Barry J Gooden Jr. 

Examiner 
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